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research in the Tunisian Sahara 1975/1977



from the study of socialization to research on toys and play

Ghrib semi -nomads in the Tunisian Sahara, 1975



research in Morocco 1992 - today

rural worlds

Pre-Sahara  2005



urban worlds

Sidi Ifni  2005



research resources:

fieldwork in the Tunisian Sahara and in Morocco

collection of North African and Saharan toys of the Mus®e de lôHomme, Paris

bibliography of the concerned regions

Morocco
2007



the first data date back to
the end of the 1800s the last to 2011

Ram in fired clay, Algeria
before 1889, photo
D. Ponsard , Musée de 

lôHomme
household play in southern Morocco, 2009 



seven aspects of the research on play and toys are discussed :

childrenôs creativity with natural and waste material

signs and meanings in toys and play

transmission between children through play and toy making activities

playgroups: role of gender and older children

continuity and change in toy and play culture

from research to intercultural and sociocultural applications

ethical aspects of the research



childrenôs creativity with natural and waste material

building a mosque and other constructions in the Tunisian Sahara, 1975



natural 
material of 

vegetal origin

High Atlas 
1992



weaving a camel with palm leaves      making a tractor with cactus pieces and waste material

pre -Sahara, 1993                                             Anti -Atlas, 1996

natural material of vegetal origin



natural 
material 

of animal 
origin

sheep wool as dollôs hair
High Atlas, 1992

horse hair as dollôs hair
Anti -Atlas, 1998



using waste material

making a car, Sidi Ifni, 2005


