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The collection:
Saharan and North African
Toy and Play Cultures

Engaged since 1975 in research on games and toys and later on in
experiments in the field of intercultural education based on this research,
the idea slowly matured to create a collection called Saharan and North
African Toy and Play Cultures. A toy and play culture that rightly should
be part of the cultural heritage of mankind, just as the masterpieces of art
and architecture.

A first attempt to create such a collection for the International Council
for Children's Play was supported by André Michelet, director of the
Centre d'Etudes Roland Houdon at Saran, France, with the publication by
this Center of my book Jeux et jouets sahariens et nord-africains: poupees
- jeux de poupees in 1993. As the Centre d'Etudes Roland Houdon stopped
its publishing activities soon afterwards, this attempt was prematurely
broken off.

In 1999 the Nordic Center for Research on Toys and Educational Media
published on its website the first English and French HTML versions of
Children's dolls and doll play, and of the Commented bibliography on play,
games and toys. A final version of these books and of The animal world in
play, games and toys was published by the Stockholm International Toy
Research Center in 2005. These volumes are available on the CD included
in Toys, Play, Culture and Society. An anthropological approach with
reference to North Africa and the Sahara (Rossie, 2005).

The fourth volume in the collection Saharan and North African Toy and
Play Cultures. Domestic life in play, games and toys has been published in
the beginning of 2008. Two more books Technical activities in play, games
and toys, and Games of skill and chance are planned.

In order to make the information on Saharan and North African games
and toys available to people reading English as well as to those reading
French, to stimulate the exchange of information and the reciprocal
enrichment of ideas and actions between the French-speaking and the
English-speaking world, who otherwise remain too often separated by a



linguistic cleavage, the studies are to be published in English and in
French.

For financial reasons the volumes of the collection Saharan and North
African Toy and Play Cultures and of the collection Cultures Ludiques
Sahariennes et Nord-Africaines are published on CD (see
www.sanatoyplay.org). In January 2009 | decided to make a regularly
updated version of the commented bibliography available on the website
sanatoyplay (www.sanatoyplay.org).

The volumes of the collection:

Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cultures

o Children’s dolls and doll play, 2005, 328 p., 163 ill.

o The animal world in play, games and toys, 2005, 219 p., 107 ill.
« Domestic life in play, games and toys, 2008, 438 p., 410 ill.

« Commented bibliography on play, games and toys, 2009, 72 p.

The volumes of the collection:

Cultures Ludiques Sahariennes et Nord-Africaines

o Poupées d’enfants et jeux de poupées, 2005, 344 p., 163 ill.

« L’animal dans les jeux et jouets, 2005, 229 p., 107 ill.

« La vie domestique dans les jeux et jouets, 2008, 449 p., 410 ill.

« Bibliographie commentée des jeux et jouets, 2009, 72 p.
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Introduction

In the following pages | list and comment on those publications that
contain information on play activities, games and toys in North Africa and
the Sahara. Some of these books and articles deal entirely with these
topics, however in most of them one has to scrutinize the text to find the
information. In order to make this unnecessary | have noted the pages
where the information can be found. Some documents figure in the
bibliography because they describe the reality of which the games and toys
show an interpretation or because they describe childhood in these regions.
A few contain general information on play activities, games and toys. As
there exists no commented bibliography on childhood and youth in
Morocco, as far as | know, I try to find during my sojourns in this country
the new publications on these topics in order to integrate them into this
bibliography and thus make it easier to analyze the Moroccan games and
toys within the broader theme of childhood and youth in this country.

The bibliography is quite complete and great effort has been put into
giving the correct references. Yet, | would greatly welcome information on
additional documents.

In my published articles and books and in a series of publications on
dolls and doll play, on the animal world, on domestic life, on the skills, and
on traditional and modern techniques in North African and Saharan
children’s play activities, games and toys extensive use is or will be made
of the data found in the documents mentioned in this bibliography.

Most documents can be consulted in the library of the Musée de
I’Homme or in the Bibliotheque Nationale, both in Paris. If this is not the
case, the location where | found the document is mentioned. These
libraries are:

» Biblioteca Nacional de Espafia, Paseo de Recoletos 20, 28071 Madrid,
Espagne (http://catalogo.bne.es/uhtbin/webcat).

« Bibliotheque de I'REMAM, Institut de Recherche et d'Etudes sur le
Monde Arabe et Musulman, Université de Provence, 29 avenue Robert
Schuman, 13621 Aix-en-Provence cedex 1, France
(http://occbase.mmsh.univ-aix.fr/cgi/index.pl).
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« Bibliotheque Nationale de France, Site Frangois Mitterand, Quai
Francois Mauriac, 75706 Paris, France (http://catalogue.bnf.fr).

o Centre National de Documentation, Boulevard Hadj Ahmed Charkaoul,
Rabat 10100, Morocco (http://www.abhatoo.net.ma/index.php/fre).

o Faculty of Arts Library, Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Blijde-
Inkomststraat 21, PB 3304, 3000 Leuven
(http://www.arts.kuleuven.be/bibliotheek/eng/index.cfm?)

o Library of Congress Online Catalog (http://catalog.loc.gov).

o Library of the Emory University, 1380 Oxford Road, NE, Atlanta, GA
30322, U.S.A. (http://web.library.emory.edu).

o Library of the State University of Ghent, Rozier, 9000 Ghent, Belgium
(http://www.lib.ugent.be).

o Library of the UNESCO, 7 Place de Fontenoy, 75700 Paris, France
(http://www.unesco.org/library/fre/index.shtml).

o Meédiathéque of the Musée du Quai Branly, 37, quai Branly
75007 Paris, France (http://www.quaibranly.fr/fr/documentation/le-
catalogue-de-la-mediatheque/index.html) - This Médiatheque has
integrated the library of the Musée de I’Homme.

o Studiecentrum voor Speelgoed en Volkskunde, Toy Museum,
Nekkerspoel 21, 2800 Mechelen, Belgium
(http://www.speelgoedmuseum.be).

o The British Library, St Pancras, 96 Euston Road, London, NW1 2DB,
U.K. (http://www.bl.uk).

My complete visual and written documentation on Saharan and North
African children’s play, games and toys is being transferred to the Musée
du Jouet, Moirans-en-Montagne, France (http://www.musee-du-jouet.fr).
Those interested to have access to this documentation can contact this
museum or myself.

The geographic and ethnic terms given in the text have been indicated
on two maps, a map of North Africa and the Sahara and a map of Morocco.
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Commented Bibliography

Actes du Premier Colloque Maghrébin sur I’Education Préscolaire.
Théories et Pratiques (1992). Groupe ATFALE, Faculté des Sciences de
I’Education, Université Mohamed V, Rabat, 238 + text in Arabic. -
About the preschool in Morocco and related subjects (location: J-P.
Rossie).

Actes des Journées Internationales Audiovisuelles sur I’Education
Préscolaire (1994). Groupe ATFALE, Faculté des Sciences de
I’Education, Université Mohamed V, Rabat, 352. - About the preschool
in Morocco and related subjects (location: J-P. Rossie).

Actes du Colloque Internationale sur I'Education Préscolaire.
Problématiques et Perspectives. Novembre 1997 (1998). Association
ATFALE, Faculté des Sciences de I'Education, Université Mohamed V,
Rabat, 220 p. in French + 93 p. in Arabic. - About the preschool in
Morocco and related subjects (location: J-P. Rossie).

Adam, André (1951). La maison dans quelques tribus de 1’ Anti-Atlas.
Collection Hesperis, XIII, Institut des Hautes-Etudes Marocaines, Paris:
Larose éditeur - Description of the traditional plough of which a toy
version exists, Amazighs (Berbers) (p. 84).

Aghali-Zakara, Mohamed (1982). Mudduran-mudduran épreuve ludique
de courage chez les enfants touaregs. Bulletin des Etudes Africaines de
[’INALCO, 1, 2, 95-99 - A ludic proof of courage among the Tuareg
children, Amazighs (Berbers), Sahara.

Aguilar, Mario L. (1994). Portraying Society through Children. Play
among the Waso Boorana of Kenya. Anthropos, 89, International
Review of Anthropology and Linguistics, Berlin: Anthropos Institut, 29-
38.

Akesbi Msefer, Assia (1998). Ecole, Sujets et Citoyens. Casablanca: Edit
Consulting, 351 - Description of the past and present situation of the
Moroccan school, field research with the point of view of the teachers,
students and pupils, and an analysis of the schoolbooks and children’s
books, Morocco (location: Musée du Jouet de Moirans-en-Montagne).
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Akkari-Weriemmi, Jenina (1990). Jeux traditionnels de Jerba (Tunisie).
IBLA, 166, 2, Revue de I'Institut des Belles Lettres Arabes, Tunis, 297-
320 - Detailed analysis with designs of knucklebones (p. 297-305), a
game using a board designed in the sand but without pieces (p. 305-309)
and the game of sig, a game of strategy using social, folklore and
religious symbols played with a board designed in the sand, pawns and
four identical sticks, each stick having two different sides. These sticks
are thrown up and the way they fall on the ground determines the
number of points a player gets for moving his pawns. (p. 309-320),
Tunisia.

Alleau, René & Mattignon, Renaud (1964). (Eds.). Dictionnaire des Jeux,
Réalités de I'Imaginaire. Tchou Editeur, 544, ill. - This dictionary of
games contains under the title ‘Jeux Exotiques’ some North African
games: the kharbga of Tunisia (p. 275-276), an action game of Algeria
(p. 323) and a game of action and skill from Tunisia (p. 424-425).

Amonachvili, Chalva (1991). La nature, maitre du jeu. Le Courrier de
["UNESCO, mai, 22-25 - photo of two boys playing baby-foot at
Timbuctu in Mali.

Andreu Cabrera, Eliseo (2004). Analisis historico de la actividad ludica
infantil en el mediterraneo. Aplicacion a la psicopedagogia del juego
tradicional. PhD thesis, Facultad de Educacion, Departamento de
Didéactica General y Didacticas Especificas, Universidad de Alicante,
612. - Important comparative study of children's play activities around
the Mediterranean, more especially games of skill, and their possible
value for a psycho-pedagogical approach. This thesis can be consulted
through the interlibrary loan service of the Biblioteca General de la
Universidad de Alicante (www.ua.es/es/bibliotecas/SIBID/prestamo).

Andreu Cabrera, Eliseo (2006). La actividad ludica infantil en el
Mediterraneo. Sevilla: Wanceulen Editiorial Deportiva, 186 p., ill.
(location: Biblioteca Nacional de Espafia).

Angel Flores, Morales (1949). Typos y Costumbres del Sahara Espariol.
Africa. Revista de Accion Espafiola, VI, 95, Madrid, 407-410. - Short
description of the sig board game (p. 410), Sahara, Morocco.

Archier, L. (1953). Note sur les chameaux-jouets. Bulletin de Liaison
Saharienne, 1V, 15, Alger, 38-39. - Some useful notes on the toy
dromedaries of Saharan children in Algeria.
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Argyriadi, Maria (1991). La poupée dans la vie et [’art grecs de [’antiquité
a nos jours. Athenes: Editions Lucy Braggiotti, 160, ill. - A very fine
book on Greek dolls from ancient to modern times.

Ariel, Shlomo (2002). Children’s Imaginative Play. A Visit to Wonderland.
Westport (USA): Greenwood/ Praeger - A remarkable book offering a
new theoretical approach (location: Library of Congress Online
Catalog).

Ariel, Shlomo & Sever, Irene (1980). Play in the desert and play in the
town: on play activities of Bedouin Arab children. In Helen B.
Schwartzman (Ed.), Play and Culture. New York: Leisure Press, 164-
175 (location: Library of Congress Online Catalog).

Arm, Jean-Philippe (1976). Jeux et jouets des enfants de Oualata. In J.
Gabus, Oualata et Gueimaré du Nemadi. Rapport brut des missions
ethnographiques en R.I. de Mauritanie du 19 décembre 1975 au 29 mai
1976. Neuchatel: Musée d’Ethnographie, ill., 102-122. - Good analysis
of twenty games, e.g. games of action and of dexterity (p. 102-110), of
imitation (p. 110), of hazard (p. 112-118) and verbal games (p. 110-
112); also of dollhouses, toy animals, toy cars and spinning tops (p. 118-
122), Sahara, Mauritania.

Arripe, H. J. (1911). Essai sur le folklore de la Commune Mixte de
I’ Aurés. Revue Africaine, Alger, 450-470. - Brief notes on games of
action and dexterity (p. 466-469) and on a girl’s doll used to implore
rain (p. 461), Amazighs (Berbers), Algeria.

ATFALE (1992). Le jeu dans [’institution préscolaire. Guide d’activités
pour le préscolaire. Rabat: Alliance de Travail dans la Formation et
I’ Action pour I’Enfance, Faculté des Sciences de I’Education, Université
Mohamed V, 72, ill. - Document promoting the role of children's play in
the preschool and used during in-service training.

Ayoub, Abderrahman (1990). Jmal Limlaya: un jeu de Dhehiba (sud de la
Tunisie). Cahiers des Arts et Traditions Populaires, 10, Revue du
Centre des Arts et Traditions Populaires, Tunis: Institut National
d’Archéologie et d’Art, 187-194. - Describes a ludic theatrical
representation performed by adults before an audience composed of
adults and children, Tunisia.
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Ayoub, Abderrahman (1991). 100 jeux traditionnels du sud de la Tunisie.
In Jeu et sports en Méditerranée. Actes du Collogue de Carthage, 7-8-9
novembre 1989. Tunis: Alif-Editions de la Méditerranee, Collection
Savoir, 270, 7-54, ill. - Notes on 100 play activities in South Tunisia.

Bairam, Alya (1976). Notes sur les rites traditionnels de la asura a Tunis.
Cahiers des Arts et Traditions Populaires, 5, Centre des Arts et
Traditions Populaires, Tunis: Institut National d’ Archéologie et d’Arts,
39-46. - Mentions some play activities and toys typical for the °ashlra
feast (p. 40-43), Tunisia.

Baklouti, Naceur (1990). Eléments de signification dans le mariage
traditionnel (Région de Gabes). Cahiers des Arts et Traditions
Populaires, 10, Revue du Centre des Arts et Traditions Populaires,
Tunis: Institut National d’Archéologie et d’Art, 87-100. - Mentions
briefly some ludic activities during wedding ceremonies in the Gabes
region, Tunisia.

Ballais, J. L. (1989). Aures. In Encyclopédie Berbere, Aix-en-Provence:
Edisud, volume VII, 1067-1095. - An introduction to the Aures region in
Algeria where the Chaouia live, Amazighs (Berbers).

Balout, Lionel, Bovis, Marcel & Gast, Marceau (1959). Collections
Ethnographiques. Planches. Album n° 1. Touareg Ahaggar. Paris: Arts
et Métiers Graphiques, LXXVI planches. - Shows several objects
imitated in toys made by Tuareg children but also some toys such as
horses, dromedaries, bullocks, a male doll, female dolls, a woman’s
dromedary saddle and a car, Amazighs (Berbers), Sahara, Algeria.

Béart, Charles (1955). Jeux et jouets de I'Ouest Africain. Dakar: Mémoires
de I'Institut Francais d'Afrique Noire, volume 42, 2 tomes, 888. - Unique
analysis of the games and toys of West Africa. As a geographic or
population index is lacking, a close scrutiny of the text revealed
information on North Africa and the Sahara: board games of sig or sik
(p. 428-430, 433, 484), other games (p. 217, 423); Tuareg: toy animals
(p. 140-142), board games (p. 473), musical toys (p. 685), other games
(p. 221, 227, 251, 259, 276, 287, 292, 302, 312, 356, 415, 422);
Mauritania: dolls and dollhouses (p. 94-98, 836, 840), toy animals (p.
96-97, 145, 597-598), playing household (p. 145-148), board games and
games of draughts (p. 461-462, 464, 466-469, 484, 512-514, 714, 717-
718, 842), sig board games (p. 428-430), knucklebones (p. 350-351),
other games (p. 77, 156, 212, 214, 222, 227, 245-247, 250, 256, 272,
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287-288, 302-303, 354, 361, 375-376, 404, 419, 484, 636, 650, 706-707,
712-714), lullabies (p. 63-64); Teda: playing household (p. 126, 129),
hide and seek (p. 225), Sahara, Algeria, Mauritania, Chad.

Béart, Charles (1960). Recherches des éléments d'une sociologie des
peuples africains a partir de leurs jeux. Paris: Présence Africaine, 147. -
Remarkable synthesis of the relationships between play and society
based on the vast documentation published by this author in 1955.

Belghiti, Malika, Chraibi, Najat & Adib, Tamou (1971). La ségrégation
des garcons et des filles a la campagne. Bulletin Economique et Social
du Maroc, 33, n° 120-121, 81-144, Rabat: Société d'Etudes
Economiques, Sociales et Statistiques. - Ethnographic enquiry among
the rural women of the Haouz of Marrakech, with a paragraph on games
and differences between boys and girls (p. 102), Morocco.

Bellin, Paul (1960). Ethnographie saharienne. Le damier d'Abdallah.
Tresor de jeux d'enfants sahariens: arabes, souafa et cha'mba, noirs,
Kel Djanet, Touareg Ajjer et Hoggar. Privas: Imprimerie Lucien Volle,
47, ill. - The author has re-used the whole text in his publication
"L'enfant saharien a travers ses jeux" of 1963, except two pages with
photos. The first page shows three dromedaries of stone, a dromedary of
jawbone with a saddle on top, and another dromedary made of
dromedary dung and thorns. The second page shows a dromedary made
with sticks and rags (see 1963, game 71), Tuareg Kel Ahaggar,
Amazighs (Berbers), Sahara, Algeria.

Bellin, Paul (1963). L'enfant saharien a travers ses jeux. Journal de la
Société des Africanistes, Paris, tome XXXIII, 1, 47-103. - An important
publication on the games and toys of children in the Sahara, especially
of the Tuareg and Chaamba nomads, with a good analysis of 72 games
of boys and girls and some interesting general statements, Algeria.

Bellin, Paul & Rondreux, Guy (1957). Le trésor des jeux d’enfants du
Souf. Bulletin de Liaison Saharienne, Alger, tome VIII, 28, 257-268. - A
description of some 15 games of Saharan children re-used by Bellin for
his publication of 1963, Algeria.

Benaboud, A. (1981). Les jeux traditionnels au Maroc. Mémoire,
Université Mohamed V, Ecole Normale Supérieure, Rabat, 56. -
Contains few information on games and toys in Morocco (location:
Centre National de Documentation).
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Benhazera, Maurice (1908). Six mois chez les Touareg du Ahaggar. Alger:
Typographie Adolphe Jourdan, IX + 233, ill. - Mentions a few games
e.g. the making of dolls and toy animals and a ball game, illustrated with
four photographs (p. 19-21), Tuareg, Amazighs (Berbers), Sahara,
Algeria.

Benhimouda, Abdelaziz (1993). L approche sémiotique des jeux et jouets
dans la région d’Ouled DIlim. Mémoire, Département de Langue et de
Littérature Francaises, Faculté des Lettres et des Sciences Humaines,
Université Cadi Ayyad, Marrakech, 110 p., ill. - Licentiate dissertation
in which the author discusses twenty-two games and toys, e.g. dolls and
doll play (p. 52-54), making of toy cars (p. 84-86) and several action
games of the Oulad DIlim in Morocco (location: the mentioned
Département de Langue et de Littérature Francaises).

Bennani, Jalil (1999). Parcours d’Enfants. Casablanca: Editions Le
Fennec, 151 - Interesting book based on the outcome of a series of
conferences and seminars in relation to reading, school, child psychiatry
and the exclusion of the child in Morocco, together with reflections of
the author who is a Moroccan psychiatrist (location: J-P. Rossie).

Bennani-Chraibi, Mounia (1994). Soumis et Rebelles. Les Jeunes au
Maroc. Casablanca: Editions Le Fennec, Paris: CNRS Editions, 373 -
Detailed analysis of changes in Moroccan society based on the lives of
school going youngsters who are a dynamic and important part of the
population as about 70 % of the population in Morocco is younger than
thirty (location: J-P. Rossie).

Bernus, Edmond (1975). Jeu et élevage. VVocabulaire d'élevage utilisé dans
un jeu de quadrillage par les Touareg (lullemmeden Kel Dinnik).
Journal d'Agriculture Tropicale et de Botanique Appliquée, Paris, tome
XXII, 4-5-6, 167-176, ill. - Detailed description with photographs and
designs of a game of draughts related to cattle breeding among the
Tuareg. Illustration 4 shows a little boy with a self-made toy dromedary,
Amazighs (Berbers), Sahara, Mali.

Bernus, Edmond (1983). Jeu et élevage igugelan 'les orphelins’, jeu
touareg". Bulletin des études africaines de I'INALCO, Paris: Institut
National des Langues et Civilisations Orientales, volume 3, 5, 15-19 —
Board game of the youngsters among the Tuareg lullemeden Kel Dinnik
of the In Gall region, Amazighs (Berbers), Sahara, Niger.
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Bernus, E. (2003). J10. Jeux. J12. Jouets. In Encyclopédie Berbére, volume
XXV, Aix-en-Provence: Institut de Recherches et d'Etudes sur le Monde
Arabe et Musulman, Paris: Centre de Recherche Berbére (Inalco), Aix-
en-Provence: Edisud, 3906-3913, ill. - Texts on games in Kabylia,
among the Ait Mgild of the Moyen Atlas, the Belbala and the Tuareg
published for many years but difficult to find. Short overview of the
toys, especially the dolls in the Sahara, in Morocco, in Kabylia, and in
the Aures. Ten nice photos.

Bernus, Edmond. & Suzanne, photos de Desjeux Cathérine & Bernard
(1983). Touaregs. Paris: I'Harmattan, 70, ill. - Playing with animals (p.
46) and a game of draughts (p. 47), Tuareg, Amazighs (Berbers),
Sahara.

Biarnay, S. (1924). Notes d'ethnographie et de linguistique nord-
africaines. publiées par L. Brunot et E. Laoust, édition Ernest Leroux,
Paris IV + 272. - Under the heading “ festivities and games” in Morocco
the author notes briefly the game of the dinner party using toy dishes (p.
79), an °ashdra festivity with some playful activities (p. 84) and the kura
ball game (p. 91).

Bischop, J. C. & Curtis, M. (Eds.), Play today in the Primary School
Playground. Life, learning and creativity. Buckingham, Philadelphia:
Open University Press, 204. - An excellent reference book (location:
The British Library).

Bissuel, H. (1888). Les Touaregs de I’'Ouest. Alger: Adolphe Jourdan
éditeur, XIX+210, ill. - Speaks of the traditional ball game of the
youngsters and the game of draughts of the adults (p. 100), Tuareg,
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Geographic and Ethnic Index

The references of the geographic and ethnic index can be found by using

the search function.

Agadez
Ahaggar
Ait Ouirra
Algeria
Amazigh
Anti-Atlas
Aures
Azrou

Belbala
Berber, see Amazigh

Chaamba

Chad

Chaouia

Dra Valley

Fes

Gabes

Ghrib

Ghomara (Rhomara)
Goulmima

Jews of Southern Morocco

Kabyles, Kabylie
Kélibia
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Mali

Marazig

Marrakech

Mateur

Mauritania

Melilla

Moors

Morocco

Moyen Atlas (Middle Atlas)
Mozabites, Mzab

Niger
Nigeria
North Africa

Oualata
QOuargla

Oujda

Oulad ben Sbaa
Ouled Dlim

Rabat
Rif

Sahara
Sahrawi
Settat
Sidi Ifni
Souf



Tangier (Tanger) Tuareg

Teda Tunisia

Tibesti Tunisian Sahara
Timbuktu

Tiznit Zaghawa
Tlemcen
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