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R. Warnerford Straat 63 play and toy culture with reference to North
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This article is a short overview of my lifelong research on
Saharan and North African children’s play, games and toys.
The concrete examples come from my fieldwork in the Tunisian
Sahara and Morocco. After a short discussion of the research
sources and methods, follows an analysis of some cultural and
social aspects such as the relationship between play activities
and toys, on the one hand, and materiality and design, rituals
and festivities, sexual differentiation, and change, on the other

Ky worns: child culture, play and t0ys hand. Finally, I have integrated at the end of this article a

gender, rituals and festivities, change, pragmatic approach through which I try to promote the use of
North Africa and Sahara this playful heritage.
Introduction

This article is based on some chapters of my book Toys, play, culture and society.
An anthropological approach with reference to North Africa and the Sahara (2005). This
book was written to offer a more synthetic overview and to relate the information on Sa-
haran and North African children to the Western debate on children’s toys and play. The
detailed description of the play, games and toys of Saharan and North African children
is found in the volumes of the collection: Saharan and North African Toy and Play Cul-
tures. However, the level of theory building is not reached and I believe this will neces-
sitate the involvement of local scholars with a clear interest in childhood and children’s
culture. Yet, such scholars have not come forward as far as I know.

The main purpose of this research is fourfold:

» To assemble the information found in bibliographical and museographical sources and
to engage in fieldwork on Saharan and North African children’s play activities and
toys, several of these quite quickly becoming obsolete or forgotten.

 To make this information on play and toys and the sociocultural context in which they
occur available to those interested in the field of childhood and children’s culture from
a scientific and/or a pragmatic perspective.

» To create a bibliographical, visual and museographical documentation on Saharan and
North African children’s play and toys.

» To promote an interest in children’s culture, especially the play and toy culture, in
Saharan and North African countries.






