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Children’s play, generations

and gender with special reference

to the Ghrib

(Tunisian Sahara)

ABsTRACT, Tr this article, throe guestions are being divcuss-
ed-Dir velationships between gereraifons inflience the play
activitivs, games and woys and qre those relalionships
promoted throngh Iudic acivities? Is there a corvelption
berween the ntergenerational vangmission of lifesiyles,
vilwes and novmy on ihe one and and gemder specific
gawmes of imitation on the other hand ¥ Howe far o rechnae-
fopiced, econowic, social and cultural changes from ge-
neraffun o generation incerfere with these ludic acivities
and the upbringing of childnen?

———— e

Inteoduction

Tn the first place, the imformation of this article 15 based
on ficldweork we have done among the Ghrib who are scd-
entarizing noaads fiving in the North-western Tunisian
Sahara. Secondly, it results from research on the collec-
tiom of the Morth Adrican and Saharan toys of the Musée
de THomme in Paris and finally from an analysis of the
hibliography of these reglons,!

Oar research among the Gluib tasted for theee pe-
rinds of three mombs in spring and automn 1975 and in
spring 1477, This rescarch was facilitated thanks 1o the
intermediary of our friend and colleague D, Grilbert
LM, Claus who was already doing vesearch among this
population for his doctoral thesis from December $972
onwards. Since then he has remained inte very regolar
cimtact with them. The focus of our research originatly
was socialization, parent-child and chald-chuld relation-
ship. As we quickly found out that play activities offered
an excellem approach o these topics, we contered our
attention on play, games and teys, leaving for later vears
the alher topics. However, due to professionsl ciroum-
stances w did not have the possibality to retorn to the
Ghrib after spring 1977, Nevertheless, our contacts with
Gilbert 1M, Claus offer the possibility to follow more or
less the evolution of the Ghrib society and of children™
play among them.

W shall develop three aspects:

— 1he relationship between penerations m ludic acti-
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vities, and hence the socialization and the transfer of
oiliure by means of games and toys;

~ the transmission of gender differences, an analysis
based on gender specific games of mmitation of Ghrib
gitls gnd Ghrib boys;

— ludic activities in relation 10 the evolution of so-
cicty, wherelw it will be questioned whether the tudic ber-
itage and the lodic creativity play a role in, relate to and
reflect the evolution of socicty from one generation 1o
the vther.

As most of the cxamples of ludic activities, games
and tovs and all the photographs nsed in this article come
from research among the Ghrib, a short introduction on
this population and on chillhood amoeng them should
provide the reader with the necessary background m-
formation.

The Ghrib society

The territory of the Ghrib extends from the southern
limit of the Chott +-DYjerid, the south-Tunesian sabt lake,
omta the Algerian border. The surface of this area covers
about GO kin® situated on the northern bonder of the
CGrimd Erg Oriental, an immense sandy desert, The re-
lief is guite flat with sand-tones heve and there.

As indicated on the map, the Ghrib share the Mef-
zaoua-tereitory and its envirens with four other tribes:
the Avwlad Yacoub, the Marazig, the Adhara and the
Sabria {(Claus, 1983 1300

The Ghrib were estimated at about 4,400 persons in
1975, Meanwhile this population has grown and nume-
bers actuably some T.000 persons. These data and the
fedlowing ones on the Gheib socicty and on Ghrib child-
hoosd come from publications of Gilbert LM, Clauws or
have boen personally handed cver o me.

Amomg these Arabic-speaking Ghrib., some fractions
protend to descend from Berber ancestors who migrated
out of the south of Moroceo, but other fractions claim to
b the descendants of Avabs who lived in the south of
Arabia or the north of Yemen.

Since the mrwentics and up to recently, their economy
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wis based on seminomadism, with on the one hand
dromedary-breeding, for which they were famons, goat-,
sheep- and donkey-breeding, and on the other hand
agriculiure in the oasas.

Since the seventies, the transition from nomadism 10
sedentariness in the oases on the barder of the Chott 1-
Djerid has set through. Nowadays, the Ghrib have al-
most completely settled down in the oases of Ghidma,
Hlezwa, Redjem Matowg and especially in the vasis of El
Faouar, an oasis thal has grown to an important arban
centre, the principal centre of 3 Tunisian Délégation.
This way the Ghrib have lost evenvthing of their renown
as dromedary-breeders, although the interest in this
brecding mercases slowly becanse of the promotion of
saharan tourism in the region of El Faocusr where a
transit hotel functions now.

The sociab structure 15 based on patrilineal kioshap,
the brides going 1o live in the family of their hosbands,
Public authority is based on kinship, age and the preced-
ence of men over women, However, within the family
and in private the mother has a far-reaching mfluene,
especially if she has sons,

For the greater part, mariage is contracted berween
patrilincsl cousing and o a besser extent between matri-
lincal cousins. Contracling marriage owside the extend-
ed taimily is sekbom and to many someone from another
fraction or & non-Cheib is highly exceptional,

For the Ghrik the professian of the Islam and the
obscrvance of the Tdamic instructions are fundamental,
Mevertheless, the worship of saints, especiably of the
ancestars whe did reach that status, the belief in the evil
spirits (jinm}, in the throwiog of the evil ove on someone
ar something and in all kinds of magic practices and
exorcisms are really important in the popular belied,

Childhood among the Ghrib

To become pregoant and give birth to children, espe-
cially bovs, probably is the greatest ambition of every
newly-married woman. A childless marriage being al-
fost invarizbly blamed on the women and often ending
in a divorge,

The preterence for boys is founded on the fact that
they guarantee the continuity of the patrilineat lincage.
Therefore, the birth of a son, especially a first son, brings
areat joy, whereas the birth of a davghter is seen as 3
quite ordinary event as she will go 1o live with another
family once marricd. A proverb explaing this difference
between boys and girls as foflows: “a boy brings prosper-
ity, & girl means a loss”.

The impasition of the name on the seventh day is
foltewed on the fourtieth day by the fisst haircutting on
which occasion some magic practices are used to protect
the child from whatever catamity,

g

As long as the baby cannot crawd abouot he remains
under the direct supervision of his mother and is breast-
feeded whenever he asks for it, Girls are weaned at
about the age of eighteen months and boys at about the
age of two years. From this age. protective magic prac-
tices are not a5 Necessary anymore as i 1s gencrally ac-
cepted that the child is now strong enough to withstand
the evit influences largely by himseld,

From the age of three years onwards, a elear disting-
tion is being made betwaen girls and bovs. For cxample,
the hair of the boys is cot very short or their head is
compdetely shaved, The hair of the girls on the contrary
should grow long wmtil different hairplaits can be made.

The hygienic practices, a5 washing the hands before
and afler dinner, are inculeated upon the children by
their mather, As soon as a oddler shouts after the
donkeys to make them move or starts 1o play at being a
herdsman, he normally docs not sleep anvmare with his
mother, for it is probable that at that time his mother is
pregnant again or that already 3 now baby 15 born which
needs all the attention,

Each boy should be circumeised o grder o become a
true moslem, The age at which circumeision 1s practised
varies from a few months 10 twelve years. With the
exception of the boys' circumeision there are no initi-
ation vites taking place,

During childhooed the bays live a guite untroubled
existence and although they have to carey out some
tasks, they always have time to play, A boy up to the ape
of ten years does not have much contact with his father,
It is his mother who brings him up and hereby coddles
him & lot more than his sisters, Up to that age his father
normally enly orders him to carry oot some 1tk tasks,
From the age of ten years. the father stares 8 more open
and direet contact with his son, talking to him about the
brecding of animals, the work in the oasis and so on.
However, two topics will never be discussed, namely the
search for a bride and sexuwality. And even if a young
man ¢an talk about the choice of a bride with his mother
if necessary, e cannol speak with her about sexuality.

Girls on the contrary, remain much more in the vicin-
ity of the female world of their mother and aunts. From-
a child, they are trained to become zood housawives and
careful mothers. From the sge of six vears on, they are
charged with all kinds of houschold tasks and arc in
charge of younger brothers or sisters. Still the girls also
tingd some time to play and (0 make dolls or other toys.
Their lndic activities however are quite often inspired by
their future life as adull women, From puberty, the girls
are very actively engaped in their mother's houschold,
learning cverything a martied woman should know,

Ome cannot speak of a real adolescence among the
Ghrib. certainly ot for girls. Childhood slowly goes over
i puberty aned then into adulthood. The real demarca-



tion between childhoosdd and adulthood keing marriage.
Aceording to the Tunisian law the minimum age for
marriage is 17 years for girls and 19 years foe boys. Mat-
riage is arranged by the parents and their choice shoutd
not be opposed. When cxceptionally and in spite of the
pressures exerted on hi, a young man refuses the bride
chosen for him, his parents will finally accept this, but
the opinion of a young girl s never asked,

Io redation o the use of the concept of adolescence,
with its typical Western connotations of specific agc
group values, behaviour and activities, onc has 10 be
warned against the real danger of transposing our
Western interpretalion on the growing up and social-
ization in other cultural traditions. We, therefore, fully
apree with Hein Retter (1986, p. 45) who stigmatizes the
easy way in which children of the European Middle
Ages and early Modern Times are dabelled as “mimature
adutts”. A abel that is alse wsed in so-called traditional
of pre-industrial comimunitics, Here, the influence and
control of adutts regarding children 15 sometimes over-
stressed as the important role of the peer group is easily
forsoteen.

The teaditional childhoed of the Gheib childven, cs-
pocially the Boys, is undergeing important changes.
changes provaked for a targer part by the ¢reation of a
primary school in El Faouar in 1961, Up to that vear no
Ghribs ehild went to schoal, Of the 138 children enlisted
in the primary school of El Faouar in 1974 there only
were 53 Ghrib boys and not one Ghrib girl. The other
105 pupils belonged to the Sabria. & population also
living in El Faouar and in this oasis aumerically of about
the same size as the Ghrib. OF these 105 children there
were § girls. Some seventeen years later, most of the
Gihrit girls are somg to schoeol.

Al the time of our research in 1973 and 1977, school-
ing was influencing more and more the growing up of
must of the Ghrib bovs, but almost not the arowing up of
the girls, who remained within the traditional female
world, Sending a giel to school was complete nomsense
according to Ghrib parents and they took only very little
interest in the school life of thew sons.

Although schooling is & condition for the integration
of the Ghrily youth in the evolution of the contemporary
Tunisian society, it also has negative consequences. As
this schooling by no means i3 adapted to the lifestyle and
the culturat past of this community the danger exists of
creating a cultural gap between parents and children,
cspecialty the soms, and atso between the schoolboys and
the home-trained girls, slthough the very recent increase
in schoot attendance by the Ghrib givls will somewhat
diminish this gender-based differentiation. Another
problem is to be found in the situation, cavscd by a tot
of circumstances among which irregular school atiend-
ance, whereby the Ghrib schoelchildren only have fow

educational or professional perspectives once they legve
the primary school

MNotwithstanding the influence of the school svstem
and more recently of television, the values, norms and
attitudes towards childbood and marrizge among the
Ghrib have not been affected yed and neither s the
status of the parents and the family elders questioned.

Relationship between generations in ludic activi-
ties

Although play sctivities, games and toys are almost in-
variably associated with childhood, senerations of adoles-
cents, adults and elderly have their own specific enter-
tainment and pames, This cocurs not only in highly indus-
trialized societics where labour and teisure time are clea-
ely opposed, but also in more traditional rural or nomadic
societies where lahouwr and leisure are not as distinet.

[o Morth Africa and the Sahara corain games are
typical for adubts and cven mare for elderly people,
gspeeially for older men who have more time for playing
games than their female counterparts, In these games
linguistic or strategic skills are often on the forcground.

Our research on games and toys in North Africa and
the Sahara and the information gained from the biblie-
araphy of these regions do not give much concrete data
on genecation differences in tudie activities, whereas
thase whe have focuscd on emeriainment of adults and
those wha have studied children's play very seldom
wondered abowt the relationship between both cat-
cgnyics of ludic activities.

O the contrary, our research on children's play
among the Ghrib of the Tunisian desert offers detailed
information on the relationship between generalions in
luclic activitics,

In a lot of spontancous sitpstions and games, a mem-
bor of an okler generation who is often somebody of the
child's relatives, plaviully interacts with a youngster, espe-
cially when toddlers or young childeen are concermed.

Among the Ghrib, as ehiewhere 1 North Africa and
the Sahara and probably all over the world, it is the
mather, grandmother ar older sister who maost of the
time soothes and amuses the ttle girls and boyvs of the
family. Mevertheless, we have more than once obsered
thal o father or an uncle, an adult brother of cousin
plaved just for fun with a toddler, as well a girl a5 a boy,
Heowever, if the child gives wouble or starts crong, it 15
easily handed over to its mother or older sister, When a
female family member plays with a little child it can also
he just for fun but more often it serves the purpose of
pacifying, distracting, occupying or entertaiming the baby
ot toddler.

Cur notes are based on detailed observation — on a
minute o minute basis for longer periads of time - and
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were made in 1975 in the pasis of EL Faocuar and in the
small campsites set up in spring in the descre area
between El Faouar and the Algerian border. They refer
among other things o different circumstances i which a
mother, older sister or grandmother spontanecusly and
affectionately plays with a little chald,

The following text exemplifies some of these obser-
vations, while the additional aid of photographs has
Becn used to depict the observed play sequences,

Fhatos | and 2 fllustrate s mother, who plavtully tries
to divert ber pouting son, Bechirn, or two and a half years
okl This happens regularly during more than one hour
so that she can carry on with setting up the horizontal
weaving locm (photo 17,2

Therefore she more than once makes litile hotes in
the sand which Bechir immediately refills, However all
this deesn’t calim him down,

Hig gight-year-old brother cargies Bechir twice away
b four boys of four to five vears, plaving noarby at find-
ing small objects hidden by one of them in a bheap of
sand. but he soon hueries back to his mothee.

A few mirntes dater, the mother makes another little
hole in the sand and puts a number of litde sticks on top
of it. First Bechir throws them away but then plays with
them for a short time. Finallv, the mother gives up her
job and entertaing her son by turning around very guick-
ly a litthe stone sttached to a steing.

The above mentioned close relationship between
female family members and little chitdren too easily
lcads to the conclusion that in traditional societies
fathers, grandfathers and uncles do oot interact with
voung chiklren. However, as we have already mentioned
above, one should be cavelul with such hasty concla-
sions, The following picture shows a father stimulating
his yvoungest son 1o play with him by grabbing 2 small
metal box the father continuously sticks 1o his own
swealting forchead (photo 23

Thiz little game that went on for some five minutes
was very much enjoved by the father and the abmost (wo-
wear-old boy as well as by his mother whe is sitting ncar
the entrance of the tent and veils her face beeause a
photagraph is being taken. Theough this game the father
spontancously creates an intimate relationship with his
fitrle son,

Such an intimate relationship may atse be created
between o father and his littdle daughter, or between
varung men and their little sisters. The following example,
meduding some play activities, is based on a three-hours-
long observation {13h-16k) done on Thursday 20.3,1975
in an encampment near Shisha En-Niga, situated about
38 km from El Faouar.

Our observation protocol starts with Wahida, a girl
ol 22 maonths, sitting on her father’s legs. Her Father {62
years) moves his legs up and down so that it locks like
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his little daughter is riding a horse, Then he gives 1o
Wahida and her two voungest brothers, Mhammed (34
vearsy and Al (7 years), an etange that he has brought
with bim when coming with us fraom El Faouar, Five
minutes later (13.07h). Wahida starts walking around.
Meanwhile. the youngest son Mhammed has made use
of the situation to climb in his father’s lap. However,
Wahida walks back to her father and tries 1o push
Mhammed away, As she does not suececd, she starts to
ery, Mhammed is then prdered by his father and his
mother 1o leave the place to his little sister. Some ten
ranutes bater and after she walked arcomed in the tent for
a while. Wahida is again going to sit in her father’s lap.
L3200 Wabids's mother (41 vears) comes 1o play with
her litde daughter who sits near Ber father, She tries to
make Wahida laugh and gives her a little garment to
play with. Haoldiong this garment in her band, Wahidla
crawls 4 her father whoe uses the litle garment to play
with his davghter and gives her a kiss on the cheek.
13.40h: the eldest brother Marzoug (1Y vears) staris
playving with Wahida. He puts her band in his mouth and
bates gently in it. Shortly after this, the father takes
Wahida in his tap. Later on and while he is lving down
on the sand, Salim, the Io-year-old brother of Wahida,
plays with his little sister by repeatedly lifting her up and
pacing her om his belly {14.03h). 14.15 h: Marzouq takes
Wahida in his arms and amuases her, but soon she crawls
back to her father who is sitting next to us. We offer
Wahida the sunshade of our camera. She akes it and
gives it to her father who, using it as a tow, plavs with her
litthe: games such as putting it over her fingers, hidiog it
and rolling it over the ground, cach time stimulating
Wahida to do the same, After a while Wahida walks 1o
her mother and lays hee bead in her mother’s dap.
$4.45h: onee more Wahida is going back to her father
who plays with her, among others by shouting gently
“da, da, da” at her 1o make her laugh. 15,17h; Wahida
enters the went after she has been playing outside with
her youngest brothers who were pulling over the sand a
thrown away clectric wire bobbin, When she is passing
nearhy Marzoug he wants to pick her up but Wahida
refuses and walks to her father sitting beside and who
takes her in his lap. From this place of safety, Wahida
slarts plaving with Marzouy's fect. Marzoug talks pless-
amily to her, does as if he will take her away and tickles
her.

Other accasions of ludic interactions between chil-
deen on the one hand and aduhs on the other hand can be
found in the process of twy making. In North Africa and
the Sahara - at least untid recently and nowadays still so
in rural areas and among poor city dwetlers - older
children, girls as welt as boys, make most of their own
toys, However, making toys for toddlers and little chil-
dren is a pleasant task for adult members of the child's



family, This is the case among the Ghrib where not one
toy was purchased until some years ago. On the next
photezraph a mother is making a small disk with e
holes 0 it. Whes a string has been pul theough these
holes, the game consists in winding up the string and
tearing i1 &0 that the disk ootates very goickly. [n Flan-
ders the same game was played during our chikdhood b
with a buotlon serving ag disk {photo 3.

The ludic interactions between chiliren and adults
arc of the pllermost importance for the development
and socialization of children.

In his “Spiehtheone widd pacdagogische Praxis™, Woll
gang Heving argues for the "conscions or unconscious,
wanted or unwanted infleence of adults on childran’s
play activitics” arading from weak forms. as when chil-
¢lren spontanacsly imitate their adult plavmates, o very
direct and goal-oviented interferences through - for
example = didactic games (197, po 130-132).

Although fess striking, adwles sre influenced as well
by their plaviul interaction with babies and voung chil-
dren, Their playing together provides the adubts with
oppottunities to adjust their behaviour to the speciti-
cities of the child. “Tn general ane can suppase that
parcnts, behaving uncertain in the upbringing of a child
= be it that they are peerprodective o that they pot 1hear
expectations on behatf of the children o high - learn
through their pariicipation in children’s zames an edu-
eytive behaviowr better adapted o children™, (Hering,
1979, p. 155}, Moreover, the interaction between voung-
gters and adults through ludic activities créates possi-
bilities for reciprocal and spontancous influcness and
ter the development of reciprocal positive feelings.

In every human context, games seem b have serid
soctalizing purpeses. namely the reproduction of roles,
attitudes and customs from one generaliom (¢ the next,
Games and tovs and the attitudes towards them truly
reflect the spirit and the social relations of a given
pericd. o this vigw, imitative games soccupy § prepon-
derant function in the daily upbringing of gitls or boys
and in the acquisitiom OF female or male rodes,

Gender-specific games of imitation

A5 an example, we shall propose heve some gendar spe-
cific games of imitation of the Ghrib children, First, we
shall describe some imitative games of Gheib girls and
then of Ghrib bois.

Froviows to this, some remarks on our research can
elucidate certain specificities of the information given
below, As said in the introduction, we focused our at-
leatwm Qo the hudhie activities of the Ghrb children, as
well those of bovs as of gicls and from the zge of about
one year Litl puberty. Generally speaking, it concetnad a
group of some cighty children bolonging to about techeg

related families. The information was gathered through
ohaservation, participation and questioning. This was
made possible by participating daily io the dife of 1the
families. However, although a lot of effort has been
made to cover the play activities of the girls, it remaing
true that, beitg & man, we could not participate in their
pames as we could do in the boys” pames, sometimes
even becoming 4 member of the voung boys' play group.
bloreover, the questioning OF the aicls was almost always
done throngh an older brother or male covsin of the
girls, This way a male bias canmol be excluded especially
for the play activities of the girls above the age of six
YCurs.

A fot of imitative games of the Ghrib giels arc games
through which they represent the everyday life of their
mathers and avnts. [n the second half of the seventies,
the Ghrib women s1ill ived the traditional lite of a semi-
nomadic wife. Each day they fetched water and fire-
wood, baked bread, cooked, brought up the children,
around the corn and milked the goats, wove the burn-
ous-vercoat ancd the ten-camvas,

Thus, it 5 not at all surprising that the little and
somewhat alkler girls imitated these oypical female activ-
ities before they had to carey them out inoreality fooem
the age of aboutl tharteen years.

Mot only is plaving with dolls reflecting adult woman-
hood but the dolls themselves are a real copy of an adult
woman. and more specifically of 5 bride = the most
elwizble status tor a young girl {photo 4),

Ag voung as three vears, fittle girls play with these
dodls, It 15 not unti] they are six or soven years old that
they actually make them. These dolls have a stereotype
frame of two crossed sticks, They are individoalized by
their clothes made of all kinds of rags. The jewels they
war are o rephication of those a giel reocives from her
future husband but they are made out of iron wire,
picces Of tin cans amd aluminiom fragments. Finally, the
dodls wear two plaits of goat-haiv which hang before the
£a15, just as married women do, and one or more pioces
of clothes seree as kerchict,

The girls also make a male doll represeoting the
bridegroom (phote 5,

Such a doll wears men's clothes. On its head it has a
little rod cap and a pioce of white or khaki clinh senving
as # turhan, Oa the belt, a sharpened stick is fixed
representing a sword. This distinctive object is worn by
the brideproom during marriage fostivities,

Drolls representing the bridegroom are much less
frequent than dolls personifying the bride. As it is trog
to tradition, neither femate nor male dells have facial
marks.

The girls mostly play with their female dolls in small
playeroups consisting of a few gicls most frequently of
the same extended patrilineat family and roughly of the
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samée age, For their dell-play they create miniature tents
and household iems. When a male doll 12 avaiddable, the
girls can celebrate & wedding and sing and dance just as
it being done during real marriage festivities. As far as
we know, oo rituals are re-enacted o the girks™ doll-play,
but when playing that theic doll is i1l they can imitaie
some traditional healing practices,

The Hittle tent that girls erect from six years of age
owwards, s called the “tent of the bride™, The girls foy (o
create o realistic copy Of the nomad’s tent where rags re.
present the bags and furniture of a tent. In fronl of and
behind the tenl a smalk earthen wall delimics the enclos-
ure (phote &), This toy-tent together with the female
ol are atsd wsecl in plaving household, but this can also
be played in another tvpe of miniature “hovses™ and
withowt dolls as witl be explained lacer on.

O the toreground of photo &, we can see four branches
sticked info the grovwnd. This 15 the beginning of another
imitative game rcflecting a formerly important female
activity, namely weaving. Crirls of eight vears old or older
miake their own horizonta] loom oo which they really can
weave. Mothers take this game seriously and view it as a
redb training. This is attested by the fact that, hefore the
gitl on the photograph starts to weave, her mother comes
i vertly if her daughter’s miniature loom has heen
constructed accurately (photo 7), The weave made by
the girl can ba used for example as a sleaping mat for
her doll,

Another imitative game tor girls is the grinding of
ceregls. In ordec to do this, a gill manelaciures a small
hand-mill in plaster which is an exact copy of the hand-
mill of the housewives. 3and is vsed insiead of orains,
although they sometimes are ceplaced by real coreals
(photo ),

Az a final example of games repraducing female
tasks, wo can mention the game of imitsting dinner. For
this pame, the girls use sun-dried earthen rephicas of
their mothers” traditional cooking pots and propare fake
couscous, meat. sauces and vegetables, a “meal™ to be
eaten by the girls themselves,

After a rare rain shower, the gitls also make small
uncoverad playhouses delimitated Ty little earthen gand
walls of aboar 50 centimerers high, Somctimes stones
replace the sand-walls. In many cases. these hooses are
well eluborated and given one or more annexes in which
the utensils are placed {photo 10),

I thas type of house, the young gicls wholeheartedly
imitate the life of their mothers and the older gitls even
try 40 prepare g real dinner,

Already from the age of five or even vounger, Ghrib
boys imitate the life of shephards in their plaving activ-
itics with picces of dried dromedary excrements re-
presenting the goats and little white stones depicting the
sheep, A handle of & jar is the shepherd's dog and the
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shepherd’s boy is made out of a cylindric sandstone it
nol a rarely dressed little stick. With these sanple toys,
small bows practisc shouting after and manipulating rhe
herd using the typical shephard’s vocabulary,

For the herdsman gume, aller boys make two lypes
of dromedaries. As for the first type, the form of a drom-
edary is cul out of a piece of dried dromedaty excire-
ments or seldomly out of a flat fragment of soft sand-
slone, A more elabocate dromedary is made with the
jawhone of a goat on top of which a saddle 35 placed
fabricated with a litle branch or cut out of white iron. A
leck of goat hair is being wsed to represent the rider
(phota 11).

With these toy dromedarics, the boys play a1 watering
and feeding their herd, at mounting a caravan, engaging,
in a race or orpanizing a dromedary-fight during which
they shout “attach, attack™ and “hite him, bite him™.

In a game of cattle-stealing for which the littke chil-
dren serve as poats, the following exattation of the shep.
herd’s role can be heard: “The shepherd, he s an apple
among the hitle apple-iMossoms! Stayiog at home navey
brings #long something valusbie!™ This call for proud-
ness in being a shepherd is a reply (o the thieves who are
mocking at the shepherd by saving: “The shepherd, oh
what a life he is endoring! As a bed, he cnly has a date
tree offshoot bearing a cluster of dates and & knapgack 13
his pillow!™

Anather imitative boys” game, refecring o the tradi-
tional way of life, is the pame of being 8 cattle-deater.
Heree, children serve as aoats. sheep or dromedaries and
money is symbolized by picces of paper. cardboard,
white iron and aluminium.

Traditionally Ghrib boys alse buitd with wet sand
copies of houses, cattle enclosures, and even religious
buildings such as a sant's tomb or 8 masque. Phote 12
shows 4 beautitul mosque erected by a thirteen-yvear-nld
by

Among the Ghrib, the playgroup of toddlers and
voung childres up to roughly the age of seven ane undear
the supervision of older gicls, Such playgroups arc
composed of children belonging to the same extended
patrilineal family and living in cach other's vicinity. al-
though ocessionally another not related vouwng child b
living in the same neighbourhoocd can join the playproup
(photo 13} The size of these plavaroups varics from a
tew up to fifteen chitdren, seldom more. Boys up to the
ape of Six Or seven years participae in such groups, In
the paygroups of the older bovs no girls are found.

Mefissa Ferdoumi confirms this siluation as she
writes: “The parents..., in traditional Algeria, do not
concern themselves with the games of their children,
except when smiling occasionally at them or when
punizhing transgressions. However, the childven, as soon
as they are no longer babies, do not need Ltheir panents



anyimore to enjoy themselves, They fransmit directly
between them the ways of plaving, through imitation or
simple contact”™, (p. 224).

From their seven vears onwards, Ghrib bovs spend a
lot of their free time wogether and enjoy relative frecdom
of actioh as long as norms and order are nol o seeiking.
Ir contravened. They also have the possibility 10 mowve
farther away from home, thus escaping trom the direct
contral of their parents and other adult patrilinesl relat-
ives. In contrast, the girls remain under a more direct
conteod of their mothers and in the vicinity of their horme
where they must help in the household tasks or take care
of toddiers and voung children, While taking care of the
fittle omes, the older gitls find the opportunity to pliay.
Howevet, the boundary line berween the duty of enter-
taming 1he children and personal amusement i difficalt
ro draw,

Lalic activities and the evolution of society

The tast viewpoint on play. generations and gender dis-
cussed here relates to the question whether ludic hert-
age and ludic creativity play a role in, relate w0 and reflect
the evolution of socicty from one generation g the fol-
boering peneration.

This topic clearly came to my atteation when analyz-
ing the games and tovs of the Ghrib children, who lived
in g community that in the mid-seventics quickly changed
from a nomadic towands a sedentary society. As a0 exa-
mpde, we mention 2 number of Ghrib pames relerrmg to
reCEnE Socio-econmnic chanaes such as:

= games referong W sedentarization: plaving with a
miniature cart with & toy-mule a5 dravght-animal, with a
miniature oasis garden (photo 14} or playing at being a
village merchant; great pains are taken to portray reality
as accurately as possible, One of the boys T observed
plaving in sumimer 1973, constructed a correet copy of
an gasis garden, in which he irrigated some wild roses,
representing the vegotables, When boys played a1 being
merchants, all kinds of waste objocts were wsed s
merchandise and the balance of the unique - at that
time = shop of El Faomar was represented as well (photo
13).

= mames referving (o modern transpart and techno-
logy: playing with an imitation of bicycles (photo 46,
cars, or trucks and even of & telephone, or playing to ob-
tain a (driver’s licence by quickly ronning an empty bareil
along a4 smalt and sinuous path delimitated i the sand.

Western type schonling can also change profoundly
rooted attitudes, Some boys, who attended primary
schonl in Bl Fapoar in 1975 desipned facal features on
the dolls their sisters had made. Traditionally. these
dolls did not have such facal features and 1he Ghrib
girls respected this novm. Nevertheless, the girls did not

oppase their brothers’ spontancous action and ong of
them even tried 10 do the same. For the fact that the
Ghrib dolls traditionally de not have facial features. a
general rule in the Sahara and in the rurad arcas of
Marth Africa, we have no clear explanation. Howewer, it
is a fact that Islam strictly prohibits representations
aiving shadow, for example statues, although the prophet
Muehammesl has made an exception for dolls,

The introduction of welevision in El Facuar in 19310
immeddiately resolted in a new play activity. When Gheily
boys watched g television secies on the crusades during
the fast month of July-August 1930, they soon began 1o
fight with bows and arcows, wooden swords and bamboo
lanoes. 3

Mo that the gasis settlement of EI Faonar has grosn
aut to be an important administrative and orbanized
centre, it beeomes possible to buy a number of smatl plas-
tic toys in its shops, especially during testivitics.! When
this toy selling witl expand, it certainly will cause a re-
gression of 1oy making by the children themselves,

Through imitative o1 phantasy games, children aot
only react o changing situations in their material and
social enviconment but can also foresea them. A phenom-
enon Alain Poleg called “amicipating play™ (1987, p. 1)
The playing of Ghrib boys with imitation cars or the
aame of the telephone in a period when these techno-
logical items weve still very scldom in the Ghrils comarir-
ity of El Fapuar certainly made the boys better ac-
quainted with them and anticipated the actual situation,

Ao truly important consequence of the impact of
sedentarization and modernization on Ghrib families s
the development of a new gender differentiation in child-
ven's play activities. As onc probably has already ooticed
in the examples of the relationship between society
cvolution and games or toys, we only have discussed new
games ot tovs of (Gheib bovs, This is not becawse of a
persanal choice or sheer chance. It reflects the reality of
children's pames among the Ghrib in the second half of
the seventies when only bovs scomed 10 bo affected by
the recent introduction in their society of moadern te-
chnology and new ways of life. In contrast with the Tovs,
Chrils girls sticked to traditional games and toys, thus
remaining much more than theie brothers under the
impact of the traditional way of life. Moreover, this ge-
ndar — bazsed distinction was nol restricted to the sphoere
ef huchic activities. o the primary school of El Faousr,
which was established in 1960, there were no Ghrils gicls
attending the lessons during the schoolyvear of 1974-1975
Giilbert Claus wrote in 1983 “Actually, the Ghrib parents
do not care much abowt the school education of their
chitdren, and giving a school cducation to girls 15 1o thewr
viewpoeint still an incomprehensible act™ {p. 137-138),

The opposition between Ghrit bovs and Ghrib girls
reflects a growing disparity between the childhood of
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boys and girls and conseguently between the male and
fenyale living conditions, Indeed, Ghrib boys can find the
apportunily o prepare themselves {or their insertion
inte the medern educationad, cconomic, social 2nd other
siructures of the Tumisian state. Floweser, Ghrib gicls
remain in their play activities and in their growing up
within the rraditiomal way of Life. Nevertheless, since the
second half of the cightics, there has been a major
alteration in the attitude Wonvards the schooling of giels
among Ghrib tamities. As a vesult, nowadays, many
Ghritr gicls are atteénding the primarey school of EI Fa-
cuar? In this way. the upbringing of girls will surcly be
affected by the Western type of schoot system. A schoot
systemn that, among other factors, will inflvence the play
activilies, games andd tovs of thase girls.

The Ghrib society has been altered thouroughly as
result of definilive sedentarisation, the loss of a aomadic
way of life, the dying out of herdsmen and dromedary
Treeeding and the inteoration in an urban society. Renaw-
cd rescarch among the Ghrib the fortheoming vears
should provide an answer to the question in how far
these econcmis, social and cubtural changes bave affect-
«d the play activities, games and toys of the Ghrib child-
rann, especially the girls who oowadays regulacly attend
the primary schood of El Facuar, There certainly must
occur marked changas in the imitalive games we have
mentioned sinee the everyday life of male snd female
members of the Ghrib community has profoundly
changed. TF the mothers do nol grind cereals, weave Gr
live in tent settlements anymore, 5 tot of the girls” games
in which they imitate a woman’s life will inevitably
change, The same can be said aboot the boys, One can
wonder how long sames connected with herding will con-
tinue o exist after the disappearance of dromedany-
krewding which oocurred aronnd #9854 And what is left
of the meaning of exhalting the virtues of herding as in
the game of steeling dromedarics? Excopt maybe as a
tudic reminiscence of the varished grandeur of the fam-
ous Ghrib dromedary-brasding an?

Before concluding. we want to stress the influence of
television among the Ghrib in ceneral and among Lhe
male youths and the young adult men in particular. In
Ghrib houscholds it was till recently oaly possible to
receive the programmes of the Tumsian 1elevision, pro-

Notes

L. This research has been subventionesd by the Belgian Matio-
nal Foundation (or Scienuilic Rescarch fromn 1975 anwards,

2. All photographs were made by the auther in 1973 and
1997, exzept phow | which was made by D, Gitbeey Jb, Clags in
1975,
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grammes that conform to the norms and values of the
Tunizian lslamic society. According to Gilbert Tk,
Chaus.® it 15 nowadays also possible to reocive some Euro-
pean television broadeasts such as those of the French
A2, the Malian BAT Tncg and the priviate Soper Channel.

The Ghrib women and girls, and also the young boys
and older men only watch the Tunisian programmes.
These programmes ceriainly mvence them, for example
thecugh the publicity, in the direction of a consumption-
oricnted socicty but do net change their deeply rooted
attitudes owards childhond, socialization and male-fo-
male relstionship, at least net moa short ime. Stll this
television watching is disropting the intergenerational
trapsmission of the cultural heritage, especially of aral
litterature, tocal history and entertainments, a transmis-
sion that in former days was an imporlant evéning pas-
Eirme.

Some young adult men and bows from sixeen vears
onwatds, the age at which they traditionally can claim
some freedom of personal decision making, <o not i
themselves 1o the Tunisian television programmes. They
also Jook at tetevision brosdeasts of the above mention-
ed Europesn television stations, especially the publicity
and the programmes in which female nodity is shown.
This is done in secret and with the sound cut off. and no
ome would ever think of fooking a1 such imases in the
presence of a father or an uncle, Thers: 15 no doubt that
this possibility for Ghrib young men to look at these
eroic’ images, o possibility that does nol at all exist for
gitls and women, wiltl influence as well their psycho-
lomcal development as theic behaviowr in male-female
relationship.

Taking all this o account, these i3 another crucial
guestion that requires an answer: are these changes not
causing a dramatic ruptore of the mtecgenerational tran-
smigssion Of [festele, customs. culture, oral littersturs
and also of ludic activities? As one has seen, the answer
i this gquestion seems g be affirmative, especially for
the male youth and the young adult men. much less so
for the girls and the women.

Ashe disreption of the Gheib culturs] identity secms
0 be inevitable, one can only hope that this disraplion
facilitales the integration of the Ghrib younger genera-
tions into 2 broader Tunisian identity.

A Dbscoved by B Gilbert 1.8, Claus,
4, [nfermation ehusined feom D Gilkert LML Clas an 1990
and 1991,

5 Personat commumication of D, Gilbery JoM, Claus, 501,
[ 4Hr2.



Ribliography

Ceavs Grurekt LA, (1977), De Gheb, Field-werk e sen zick
vessipende nomadensigm in de roordwesielijke Thresizche
Semiare, Drigs. phil, Rijksuniversiteit te Gem, Faguler Lere-
rea cn Wijsbegeerte, Seomnarie voor Isfamkunde en Modern
Arabizch, Gent, 384

Cras Giueers LA, (39R3), “The Pastoral Ghrib of the North-
Wostern Tunisian Sahara. Causes wnd Lifects of the Trans-
ition Trom Momadism to Sedemaringss™, in Liber Memonilis
Praf Br. P Wanederfeoon PRE3- 1975, Semingrie voor BEmische
Kunst, Rijksunivesitei te Geat, p. 129-145

Hiring WOLRGANG, {1979, Spieffizarie wnd pddapogisehe Froziy.
Eur Bedewtimg des Kindlicher Spiels, Fidagogischer Yorlag
Sehwann, Drisseldorf, 193 g, bl indes.

PoLog ALard, (P9E7) Summary of his becturg “The Anticipating
Plav”, lith 1OCP-Congress 1987 {Internzsional Coundil for
Chitdren's Flay), Suhl DR, 12-16. 101957, 2

RErrek Hes (1056), ~Yom ausgehenden Mirelahier zur frithen
Meureit. Zur Funktion des Kinderspiels bei der Aushildung
cines sperifischen Bewustssing von Kindhait”. in Mitefiomge
der Techmiveher Universian Covelo-Withelming, Braunschweig,
Jahrgang XX1. Heft L, po 24-34, Bikl

Bossie Jean-PIErRRE el Cravs GUBERT 1M, (1983 “[mitation
de la vic féminine dins bes gewx des flles ghrib (Sahara tunisi-
gnl”, in Libwr Memorialis, v, B2 Vandeshoute 1973-T938,
Seminaric voor BEwmsche Kenst. Rijksuniversiteir te Gent, Genl,
po 33L-27, 16 phares. bibl

Bossih JEas-FIERRE, (1984, Fapes sud Tovs: Anthropeiesizal
Regeaveh on Their Prgesical Compribntizn to Chitd Deveiopent.
Afds fo Progranoning UNHCEF dssisrance o Eadwcadon, Mois,
Comments.., Child, Family, Coemmunty, N5 47, March

Map of the Ghrib area in the 1970s

L4984, Unit for Co-operstion wich TINICEF & W.F P Unesce,
Faris, 1 pe, 64 photos, bibl (with & surecy of some Saharan
and North Adricin games).

Bossie Jess-Piense, (L957) “Classification System far a Cross.
cultural Analysis of Flay Activities, Games and Tays™, n Moy
aad e, The Child betweeer the Wond of Yextenday ana the
Forld of Tomorepw, OMEP-Scminar, OMEP-Organisation
Mosdiale de UEducation Préseolaire § World Qrganization for
Early Childhesad Eslugation, Oslo, p. T2-83.

Fossie Jean-Pienee, (FREE) "Games and Toays among & Tencsian
Rahara Population. An Example of the Contribution of Asth-
rapalagical Research to Chitd Development™, in Cramer aind
Toys in Enrle Chitdhood Edecartoa, Unesoo-Unicef Coope-
rittivie Programme, Digese 25, Unesco, Faris, 182 @k, o 33275

Bossae Jean-FIERRE, (19BE), “Jeux ¢t joncts dans une population
du Sahara nisien, Un cxemple de contribuion de la recher-
che anthropalogique au développement de Fentant™ in fery o
frueets dang Péducarion des feanes enfonts, Frogramme de
Coopdration Unesco-Unicefl, Uneseo, Paris, 117 p.p. 57-T4

Rossi Jear-FrErre, (1990), “Feux ot joucts sshariens cb aord-
africains. Créativité ot reproduction sogia-calturcile. Kéfloude-
ns imterculturethes ot socic-pédagnmiques”, in L Edoretioe pir
T Jese er CEmivnnnemens, Bovee tmmesiviclle de FAssooiation
Frangaise paur PEdocation par fe Jeu, Saran. n® 38, 2dme
wim., p. 3-14 et n® 39, 3éme trim, p 2833, 12000

Paul SiGRiD, (19700, “Afiikanische Belispicle™, in Bwesslerodne
fiiv, Meoe Fotge, Band XV, Berlin, p. 155-231.

FERROUMI MEFIZSA, {1982%, Frfmner & hier. L éducation de Fesfent
s wifiere wadifonnel afgéren, Frongois Maspéra, Pards, 2o éd.
(1 o, VR0, S0 o, ikl

© G. J. M. Claus

201



