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GAMES AND TOYS: ANTHROPOLOGICAL RESEARCH ON THEIR PRACTICAL
CONTRIBUTION TO CHILD DEVELOPMENT

I.  INTRODUCTION

The following study draws primarily on my own field-work on the
socialization of the Ghrib children, and their games and toys.l/ During this
investigation I analyzed some 180 games (and toys used for them) as they are
played among the Ghrib, a nomadic population sedenterizing in the oasis of
El Faouar in the Northwestern Tunisian Sahara. Secondly, I have analyzed the
collection of Saharan and North African toys of the "Département d'Afrigque
Blanche et du Proche Orient" of the "Musée de 1'Homme" in Paris. Finally, I
scanned through the ethnographic and linguistic bibliography. For the
theoretical background, I am indebted, among others, to the Unesco publication
"The Child and Play..." The incentive to write this study, however, came from
Dr. Ananda W. P. Gurugé of the Unit for Co-operation with UNICEF and WFP,
Unesco, Paris.

*********************************************************************:

The aim of this survey ts first of all to stimulate UNICEF
and Unesco officials from the social and psycho-pedagogical
sectors, teachers, researchers, and welfare and development
workers to take into account the research on children's games
and toys.”

The study of them is an important and very useful approach
to children, their parents and other "soctializers", in a
spontaneous and easy way to understanding their situation,
recognizing the socializing methods and gaining insight into
the soctal organization and culture of a given society. More-
over, it seems very useful to me to adapt the programmes for
children and their educators to the socto—cultural reality of
the populations for which they are meant, instead of copying them
from Westerm European or North American examples.
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1/ My field-work among the Ghrib lasted from March to May and from October to
December 1975 and from March to May 1977. During his further field-work
among the Ghrib and up to the present, Dr. Gilbert J.M. Claus has contributed
by verifying some information. An introduction to the Ghrib by Gilbert J.M.
Claus can be found in the texts for the ethnographic films E 2320 and
E 2385-2388 of the Institiit fiir den Wissenschaftlichen Film, G&ttingen,

West Germany, 1975-1976, and in the article mentioned in the bibliography.

My research on the collection of the Musée de 1'Homme started in 1980 and

is almost completed. These researches have been made possible through the
generous grants I received from the Belgian National Foundation for Scientific
Research (1975) and the Belgian-Tunisian Cultural Relations Scholarships
(1975-1976). I also wish to thank the Bernard van Leer Foundation, the
Belgian UNICEF Committee, and the Unesco experts who gave me their advice and
many interesting publications.






